A paranoid web spider searching for the Devil in the net.

HellHunt focuses on the
current development of so-called vision algorithms (i.e. the way to make
computers see and distinguish objects). In this piece an algorithm is
used to search and find the symbol of the Devil in form of an upside-
down turned pentagram, and then draw it on the picture. When the
program has found such a picture on a site it logs the address to it.
Then it sends a e-mail to the owner of the site, kindly demanding that
he/she shall remove this Devil worshiping image from their domain.

As the spider searches the web for the hidden meaning of the images
that it found there, it reflects upon the anxiety of the society and the
potential danger inherited inside the systems of which a culture con-
sists. When an individual is free to put up whatever he/she wants to on
his/her respective sites and they are accessible to a large community,
it becomes something out of control, it consists of messages that are
dangerous to the conformity that the society is striving for.

The program uses a simple way of crawling on the net. By taking the dif-
ferent links on found a site and then going to a new site taking the links
and so forth. The program builds a list of servers to search through.
HellHunt then builds an indexed scrollable map of the different domains,
which it has visited and logged. The Image search for the pentagram is
based on a corner detection algorithm and was originally developed by
Steve Smith for the Defense and Evaluation Research Agency, UK.

As the name of the piece implies, it's about finding the origin of euvil.
But the existence of many different names for the Prince of Darkness
implies that this origin is not that easy to pinpoint. Diabolus means to
divide, to tear apart; whereas satanus, means almost the opposite, it
connotes a frenzied, sick, groupthink that accuses somebody or somet-
hing. The pictures were in earlier days seen as something that would
divide people from their natural origin and were in some cultures banned
from existence inside the community. The art of depicting man and
nature was seen as something blasphemous. In this context the diabu-
lus way of filling the pictures with content aimed to divide us from our
utopian society is as bad as the satunus way, the group decision to
censor the individual freedom and its creative outlet.

En paranoid webspindel som séker efter djdvulen pa nétet.

HellHunt fokuserar pé
utvecklingen av s kallade dataseende algoritmer (ett satt att fa dato-
rer att se och urskilja objekt i videostrémmar). Verket anvander sig av
en algoritm som soker efter en djavulssymbol i form av ett upp och ned-
vant pentagram och markerar det sedan pa bilden. Nar programmet har
funnit en sd&dan bild pa en sida, sparar den adressen till sidan. Program-
met skickar sedan ett e-mail till den som ager hemsidan och kraver att
de tar bort denna djavulsdyrkande bild fran sin server.

Nar spindeln séker genom natet efter bilder med dolda budskap, speglar
den &ngesten i samhallet och det latenta hot som finns nedarvt i det
system som utgor en kultur. Spindeln vadrar den inneboende faran av
individuell frihet och vad som hander da varje person ar fri att publicera
vad han eller hon vill pd sina respektive hemsidor, sidor som potentiellt
kan ses av miljoner. Informationen blir ndgot som ligger utanfor gemen-
skapens kontroll och som maste anpassas till den likriktning som sam-
hallet bygger pa.

Programmet anvander sig av ett simpelt satt att forflytta sig pad natet.
Genom att anvanda sig av de lankar den hittar pd en sida kan den
ga vidare till dessa sidor och sa vidare. Programmet bygger aven upp
en rullbar karta dar man kan foélja dess stigar i cyberrymden. Bildhan-
teringen av pentagrammet baseras pa en horndetektionsalgoritm av
Steve Smith utvecklat for brittiska Defence and Evaluation Reserach
Agency.

Som verkets namn antyder ar malet for HellHunt att hitta ursprunget
till ondskan. Men de olika namnen fér morkrets furste visar oss att
detta ursprung inte ar latt att sarskilja. Med Diabolus menas att dela
upp, att sonderdela, medan Satunus betecknar ett tillstdnd av sjukt
grupptéankande som i ett medryckt tillstdnd anklagar ndgon eller ndgot.
Bilder var i aldre dagar sedda som ndgot som vilseledde manniskan fran
det naturliga och férbjods inom vissa samhaéllen. Konsten att avhilda
manniskan och naturen sdgs som hadiskt. | denna kontext blir Diabolus
vagen att avhilda med intentionen att sonderdela, medan Satunus blir
grupptéankandet vilket forbjuder en sadan avbildning, samt den individu-
ella frihneten och dess kreativa uttryck.






